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Tte make information on relevant dissertations available to .users of the ERIC

system Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed
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THE COMPARATIVE EFFECTS OF TWO MATHEMAGENIC
ACTIVITIES ON NINTH-GRADE GOOD AND POOR READERS'
" ‘COMPREHENSION, RETENTION, AND ATTITUDES

' OrderNo. DA8124593

BATES, GARY W., Pw.D. The University of Wisconsin - Madison, 1981,
374pp. Supervisor: Professor Richard J. Smith b

-, The purpose of the present study was to compare the effects of
writirig summaries of short stories with the effects of answering
* questions about the stories on ninth-grade good and poor readcrs’
comprehension, retention, and attitudes. o S
' Subjects for the study were'two hundred and sixty-two ninth
.graders. Basad upon their scores on the reading cofprehension
subtest of the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (Karisen, Madden, &
Gardner, 1977), the subjects were identified as good resders if they
scofed in stanines seven, six, and the upper half of stanine five, and
poor readers is they scored in stanines three,four, and the lower half.
of five. : .

The dependent varisbles were the subjects’ scores on ,
comprehension and retention tests and attitude inventories based on
the two experimental stories. : Lo

Subjects were randomly assigned within each of fiftesn

* classrooms to one of three tréatments: summary writing, questior’® I

answering, of rereading (control). .
On day one, subjects received training appropriate to their
= treatment. On day two, subjects read a story, applied the treatment
(either wrote a summary, wrole answers o questions, or reread the
story), and complated an attitude inventory and comprehension test
“on the story. On day three, day two procedures were repeated with a
* second story. Ong week after reading each story, the subjects’
retention of it was tested. Dunn'’s planned comparisons procedures
were used for hypothesis testing. . b
The findings of the study wers the following: (1) Rereading parts.
o all of & short story improved gaod and poor readers’ immediate
somprehension more than writing answers to the editor-provided
questions on the story did. (2) Godd readers' attitudes toward a story
were more dependent upon the content of the story than updn
paratus provided by textbook editors or constructed by the teacher.
('5 Poor readers’ attitudes toward a story were adversely affected by
the summary writing task. . ' - ‘
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. A STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CLOZE

‘PROCEDURE IN DEVELOPING READING COMPREHENSION

- ' _ Order No. DA8210589
BuiL, Opaxe, E0.D. University of Hawail, 1981. 132pp, -
! The purposs of this study was to design, construct, validate, and,
.employ cloze instructional materials in order to improve the reading

;comprehension of Title | students in secondary grade laveis in the
;State of Hawali. A tQtal of 117 students in three schools received

" [twenty cloze activities, one every five to ten days, during the course of
~ Jthe 1980-1981 school year. Instruction included having students -

complete each 200-500 word passage on world mythology, and
- conducting discussions on whether anwers were meaningful, ca
meaning changes, or were meaningiess. The passages increased in|

 difficulty from second through tenth grade level. An every tenth

’J deletion pattern was used throughout the and additional

| cusing was made available to students as the passages grew more

|difficult, | , .
| The instrictional level range (40-66%) was empioyed to determine
| whers additional cueing wouid be included, and synonym scoring wa_
; used during the instructional discussions. . :
7 Intwo of three districts in Hawaii public schools, secondary Title |

" sfudents in cloze treatment groups had significantly (p € .01) greater

/gains in comprehension, as measured by the Metropolitan

| Achigvemant Test (MAT), than non-trestment Title | students in the *
Same districts and grade levels. Where statistically significant gains
{were reported, the gains were shown, in an analysis of covariince, to

. |bethe main effect of the treatment. Further; the amount of explained

ivariance in the gain scorss was aiso significant (p< O1)inboth .
- districts. In one district treatment group gain scores were not
O antly differant from the control group scor :

e

.programs were conducted. However, the reason for the positive

.experimental conditions, atiording only diverse printad options in

" objectitying responses to print in lerms‘ of intensity of approach or

o equivalent conduciveness of all threé conditions. While Condlitions

Muitiple regression equations and correlation matrices were
constructed in order to examine which aspect of cloze instruction, ,
semantic or syntactic development, was responsiblefor producing
the improvement in MAT reading comprehension gain scores. Neither
semantic nor syntactic growth, a3 measured by a ¢loze pre-post test,
had clear effects on treatment grQupS. .

. Thus, significant gainsin reading comprehension were .
produced in two of three districts in which cloze instructional ‘
effect of the treatment could not be detarmined in statistically
significant terms. e L

.

THE EXISTENCE, PERSISTENCE. AND INTENSITY OF . s
APPFtOACl-I/AVOItMMCE.~ RESPONSES TO PRINT AMONG .
BRIGHT SECONDARY-SCHOOL L'EARNERS..'(VOLUMES P
AND ) _ . Order No. 8200846
GoLomas, Beveary RocHeue, Eo.D. Indiana University, 1981. 366pp.
Chairman: Dr. Edward Robbins v :

Ten adolescent students of demanstrated high competency in
reading were unobtrusively observed. during each of three 20-minute

Condition 1;’printed and non-printed options in Gondjtion 2; and

printed plus non-printed lltemltives‘in the presence of an actively-
engaged reading miodel in Condition 3.

" Qualitative and quantitative data were collected by each of two ¥
independent raters, in order to rank the students upon & continuum

avoidance of printed materials. .

it was hypothesized that each of the three conditions would be
equally conducive to the approach or avoidance u! print; thereby
lending logical credence tb the persistence/stability of response
patterns over time and circumstances. :

Resuits of the study did not, however, confirm the null hypothesis

1 and 2 were determined to be synonymous contexts for the approach

or avoidance of printed materials. Condition 3 was statistically distinct

from Condition 2. : : .,
A marked degree of persistence of approach responses existed for

most of the subjects across Conditions 1 and 2. but approach  *

responses were significantly diminished in Condition 3, in the

immediate presence of a reading model.

/

THE RELATIONSHIP OF AGE, READING ABILITY,
STRUCTURE ON ADOLESCENT S’ MEMORY FOR
EXPOSITORY PROSE OrderNo. DAB212584

AND_TEXT

. MatTuews, Pauea B., PH.D. University of Washington, 1982 1M7pp.

Chairperson: Professor Patricia A. Nolen

X \ .
This research studied processing of prose by high schoot
students. Of interest were the relationship between reading ability and
students’ matching an author's text structure in recall and differences |
in recall following the reading of expository passages varyingin
internal structure. The test instruments were a s ardized reading
achievement test and four expository reading pat:fq&. exemplifying
two types of structure. Tenth and tweifth grade high schoot students
were selected for the study according to their perfofmances on the
.Calilornia Achievernent Test. Recordings of their immediate and .
delayed oral recall of two types of expository passages were scored -
according-to Meyer's discourse analysis procedure. Spearman
correlation coefficients warb calculated betwsen reading

achievament scores and central idea scores for each age group™ -
" according to passage and recali conditions. Students’ levels of ‘

identification and.matching the author’s text structure in recall were
assessed (o determine whether an increase occurred from grades 10 ,--
to 12, Finally, Spearman coefficients between recal and lavels of
identification and matching were calculated, - . - '

., The analysea of the data indicated a pasitive comelative
relationship between.reading achievement and matching an author's
text structurg in recall, and between reading recall and leve! of

identification'and matching. Cantrary to the reasarch hypotieses, the -

-
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relationship between matching an author's text structure in recall and
reading achievement was not greater for twelfth-graders than for’
. tenth.graders, for either passage type, or recall condition.
Explanations as to why the data did not fully support Meyer's
model of the reading comprehension process suggested the
confounding influences of reading ability and intelligance, as well'as .
the lack of variance in age groups studied, and passage specific
"probleme. it was concluded that there is a need for additional study of
oral versus written recall taking into account the role of elaboration in
memory for pross. | . :
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF REINSPECTION OVER EECALL FOR
THE COMPREHENSION OF VARIOUS QUESTION TYPES '
: Order No. DA8207293

Mooner, Kam. Paut., Sh., Eo.D. Lehigh University, 1982. 118pp.

- thasbeen demonstrated that test scores for tomprehension are
lower when students must the text information than when they
are permifted 1o reinspact the taxt. The presant study was conducted

-

’ Lo

N lo determine whether the superiority of the reinspection mode holds

" for all three question types used in informal reading inventories:

. factual, inferential, and vocabulsry.

An informal reading inventory was used 1o asssss the.reading
comprehension of eighty seventh grade students. Forty students were
randomiy selected from the
students from the group of low ability readers. The examingrs
administered informal reading inventorias to the eighty students.
Their eomprehension for each question type was assessed underthe
conditions of recak ang reinspection. ' :

Analyses of variance were used to determine whether or not there
was significant differsnces in comprehension scores of high ability
and low ability readers under-the conditions of recall and '

. feinspection. - L ‘ N

The data showed that reinspection resulted in consistently higher

were teated under the condition of reinspettion. it was demonstrated

reinspection significantly improves the scores of
Seventh-grade readers when factual, inferential and vocabulary '

_ qmmmmw.wzmmghwmymm
somprehension of factual and inferentia! questions significantly
improved when they were permitted to reinepect the material.
However, mdrcommhmnofvoclbulmqwﬁmdldnot .
improve when they reinepacted the material. Low ability resliers
benefitted from the reinepection of the passagesfor al three question
types '

. The findings of this study supported the contention that
reinspaction.is a more appropriate method for chacking
comprehension. Since reinepection eliminated, to' a substantisl .

NCe upon memory when recall was used,
the lower ability readers were able.to.improve their comprehension of
the material to a level ¢ tbie to the levels of the comprehension

" of the high ability reaclers, = " s .

. ) .
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INVITATIONAL LEARNING: A CASE STUDY ON THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUSTAINED SILENT READING -
(SSR) PROGRAM WITHIN THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL .
CLASSROOM Order No. 8202736

Srenie, Crenve Frencw, E.D. The Un?vonﬁi' olhochosror. 1981.
“77pp. . I

: "Sustained Silent Reading” (SSR) pragram has been
found to improve reading achievement test scores, it was primarily
dasigned to generate better reading habits and attitudes a
siudents. Because the affective iomain js strassed within the SSR
approach, the project may be pm‘.cmﬂs arefiection of what has

- . baen deacribed by Willam Purkey (Universt of Nerts Carenn s

\
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“Invitational Learning " According to Purkey, many successful
curriculum developments can be.traced 10 a positive and humanistic
atmosphers in which chilgren are carefully “invitead™ to become
aclively involved in the leaming process. - - !
_ Because comparatively littie has been written about the

¥ implemgntation of the SSR approach, this study containg information

- concerning the theoretical background which supports the SSR

Program; material detailing introduction, organization and planning of
the project; author’s reflections of the SSR

concept of '.‘lnvitltioml-l.earninp"; resporises from colleagues who

. have parficipated in the SSR experience; pupil reaction to SSR; and,

finally, a summary of conclusions. the program as wellas .
suggestions to teachers and administrators who might wish to-
implement the program. S .

_ Ofthe 198 junior high Schaot pupils who snswéred six open-ended
essay type questions, more than ninetyitwo percent of the population
surveyéd ressed positive attitudes toward the SSR program.
Teacher respahses, atso contained within the study, were somewhat
less positive but nevertheless confirined abelief in the value of the
project. it was found that “roadblocks”™ to'implementation ¢o

“insufficient reading material detalling. or explaining the SSR program W ;

and process” is well as a “lack of matariais for use in .
conjunction with SSR*”; in-service education designed to meet these
articulated needs was suggesied as a partial answer 16 the concérms .
- 3sed. ize maximum success, such in-service education
could incarporate the concepts outlined in Purkey's theory-of
"Invitational Learning.* . . )
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'AN EXAMINATION OF STRATEGIC DIFFICULTIES IN
SUMMARIZING TEXTS \ _ Order No. DAS2096845
WiNOGRAO, PETER NormaN, PH.D. University of lilinois at Urbana- l
Champaign, 1982, 227pp. : R , 3 .

This study examined the possibility that some eighth-graders’
difficulties with summarization may be linked to deficits in stratagic

skills. Summarization was selected for study because itisan =
- important task and one that mary students find difficult. Furthermore,

by studying the strategies involved in Summarization, we may leam a

more about comprehension in general. )
, An examination was made of three strategies involved in

producing summaries: (1) the'awareness of the task demands,

(2) the ability to identity the important eloments in & text, and (3) the
_ bility to transform the original passage into its Qist. In addition,

hierarchical multiple regression was used to'assess the relative. - .,

influence of strategy use on performance measures of summarization .

and ¢ ension. - v o .
Analyses reveaied several important results. First most children
knew that the general purpose of-a summary was to indicate what the
article was about, Second, mmwmmwmu :l . .
importance than were poor reade on | w
defined in ndumum. Third, aithough poor readers’ judgments of
ﬁnpom.mnothtohlymmwmmofldum, poor readers
showed consistency in the kinds of information they selected as '
important. Fourth, compared to mare fluent readers, poor resders
showaed little consistancy between the infoirhation that they included
in their summariss. Fifth, there were clear developmental trends in the
transformations used to condense the paseages into summaries. ,

The regression 'also produced important resuits. First, for —

tie most pdrt, differences in the level of task awareness were not _
refated significantly to ditfersnces in producing summaries or in
understanding what was read. Second, ssnsitivity to importance
accounted for a significant proportion of the variance both in the

quality of the summaries and in the measures of comprehension.
Third, effective use of the transformation rules accounted for a
significant proportion of the variance In
but natin lmh m« m%fy comprehension. . .
© The results Study suggest that when either summarization
- orcomprehension difficulties are encountersd, teachers shouid
asseés chiidren’s use of strategies and provide appropriate training i

El o . -

asitreiatesto Purkey's - :

o
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the quality of the summaries - - “




